
C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  L O C A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S :  

Art for Animal Shelters:   Creat e portraits  of
animals at  your local  animal  shelter .  Share the
images to spread awareness and promote
adoption.  Consider creat ing animal  toys and
col lect ing necessary i tems to donate.  

Art for Health Care Faci l it ies:   Create
cheerful  artwork for  hospitals ,  c l in ics,  or
hospice centers to comfort  pat ients and their
famil ies.  Look at   Youth Art  for  Heal ing  for
ideas,  resources,  and inspirat ion.  

1.   

2.   

Art for Senior Centers:  Interview and creat e 
personal ized artwork for  residents of  local  
senior centers to br ighten their  l iv ing spaces 
and share their  stor ies.  

Community Storytel l ing:  I l lustrate stor ies
from local  history and display them at your
community l ibrary.  Consider highl ight ing the
lesser-known stor ies and heroes f rom your
community that deserve more attent ion and
recognit ion.  

3.   

4.   

C U L T I V A T I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :  

Art Buddies:  Pa rtner with elementary schools 
to provide young students one-on-one art  
lessons,  mentoring,  and guidance.

Art Workshops:  Organize workshops or
camps at  local  community centers that
encourage creat iv i ty  and promote the value of
the arts .  Use this  as an opportunity to
pract ice and develop member ski l ls  as an art
educator by creat ing lesson plans.  

Capture Memorable Events:  Volunteer to
craft  photo backdrops for  school  dances or
events.  By doing so,  you enhance the event
experience,  promote the arts ,  and create
last ing shared memories,  a l l  whi le showcasing
your chapter’s  creat iv i ty .  

5.   

6. 

7.    

Free Face Painting:  Offer  complimentary face 
paint ing  services at  local  community events,  
char i t ies,  or  fund-raisers.  Celebrate creat iv i ty  
whi le bui lding connect ions,  spreading joy,  
and cult ivat ing a shared experience with 
attendees.  

Public Art Tours:   Create a map featur ing art
instal lat ions and points of  interest  in the local
area.  Organize guided publ ic  art  tours in the
community,  educat ing part ic ipants about
local  artworks and the importance of  publ ic
art .  

8.   

9.   

2 0  C O M M U N I T Y  S E R V I C E  A R T  I D E A S  
Below are some ideas for  community service art  projects your NAHS/NJAHS chapter can organize! 
Check out the recent issues of   NAHS News  for  more ideas and inspirat ion.  Submit  reports and 
pictures throughout the year to share what your chapter has accomplished! Remember to consider 
the needs and preferences of  your local  community when choosing which projects to pursue.  Also,  
make sure to obtain any necessary permissions and col laborate with relevant community 
stakeholders to ensure the success of  your projects.  

Featured Chapters (Left to Right): Oakland Terrace - Silver Spring, MD; Sheridan School - Washington, DC; Westwood Regional High School - Township of Washington, NJ

https://www.youthartforhealing.org/
https://www.arteducators.org/nahs/nahs-news/


P U B L I C  A R T  A N D  S P A C E S :  

Beautify Spaces:   Coo rdinate efforts  to c lean 
up and beauti fy  publ ic  spaces in the 
community.  Organize a project  to c lean up 
and refresh exist ing street art  or  murals  in 
col laborat ion with local  authorit ies.  

Community Garden Art:    Design and create
art  instal lat ions within community gardens to
beauti fy  the space.  Consider glazing outdoor
t i les,  paint ing a rock garden,  or  construct ing
benches and s igns.  

Mural Painting:  Col laborate on creat ing
colorful  murals  in publ ic  spaces l ike schools,
community centers,  or  parks.  

16.   

17. 

18.    

Environmental Awareness:   Use recyclable
mat er ia ls  to create art  instal lat ions or  
projects that ra ise awareness about 
environmental  issues and promote 
sustainabi l i ty .  Look into the  Washed Ashore 
project   for  resources,  ideas,  and inspirat ion.  

Spreading Posit ivity:   Create a culture of
posit iv i ty  by paint ing upl i f t ing messages and
quotes throughout your school .  Consider
paint ing beyond wal ls  and writ ing these
posit ive messages on bathroom stal ls ,
mirrors,  t rash cans,  and more.  

19.   

20.   

S U P P O R T I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S :  

Art Supplies Drive:  Organiz  e a dr ive to
col lect  art  suppl ies for  underserved schools
or community centers.  Consider host ing an art
supply swap where students and community
members exchange mater ia ls .  

Blanket Making:  Create and donate blankets
to hospitals ,  shelters,  or  disaster  rel ief
organizat ions.  Look into  Project  L inus  for
ideas,  resources,  and inspirat ion.  

Cards for Chi ldren’s Hospital :    Create
personal ized cards,  stuffed animals,  or  other
art  to donate to chi ldren at  your local
hospital .  Look into  Arts  for  L i t t le Hearts   for
ideas,  resources,  and inspirat ion.  

Community Cookbook:  I l lustrate a community
cookbook featur ing family  recipes and stor ies
from your NAHS/NJAHS members.  Host a
potluck with i tems featured in the cookbook
or give away copies of  the cookbook in
exchange for  donations to your local  food
bank.  

10.   

11. 

12.   

13.   

Chairs for Charity:    Restore and paint  old
wooden chairs  and other furniture.  Organize a
si lent art  auct ion where proceeds go to a
chosen local  char i ty .  Col lect  and donate
gently  used furniture and other household
items to local  organizat ions providing shelter
to refugees and asylum seekers.  Look into
Homes Not Borders  for  ideas,  resources,  and
inspirat ion.  

Empty Bowls:  Organize an  Empty Bowls  event
in your community.  This  concept or iginated
with art  teacher John Hartom and his  high
school students,  who created handcrafted
ceramic bowls symbol iz ing the empty bowls in
need of  food. These unique bowls are
showcased at  a fund-rais ing event,  where
attendees buy t ickets for  a meal  of  soup and
bread served in these bowls.  Donate the
proceeds from the event to local  food banks
and hunger-rel ief  organizat ions.  

14.   

15.   

Featured Chapters (Left to Right): Sheridan School - Washington, DC; Utica Academy for International Studies - Sterling Heights, MI; Cranston High School East - Cranston, RI

https://www.washedashore.org/
https://www.washedashore.org/
https://www.projectlinus.org/
https://www.artsforlittlehearts.com/
https://www.homesnotborders.org/
https://emptybowls.com/

