
Make Visual Arts more visible at your school!

NAHS ACTIVITY GUIDE

IDEAS FOR ICEBREAKERS, COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS, 1-DAY ACTIVITIES, AND MORE!

Left to Right: All Saints Academy - Winter Haven, FL;  East Central High School - San Antonio, TX; Carteret High School - Carteret, NJ



Artful Introductions:
Have each student create a quick sketch
or doodle that represents something
about them (e.g. ,  favor i te animal ,  hobby,
or food).  Then,  go around and have them
share their  name and the meaning behind
their  art .

Collaborative Mural:
Rol l  out a large sheet of  paper and give
everyone 2–3 minutes to add something
to a shared mural .  No guidel ines—just
creat ive expression! Afterward,  ref lect  on
how indiv idual  contr ibut ions came
together.

Art Supply Personal ity Match:
Lay out var ious art  suppl ies (e.g. ,  gl i t ter ,
markers,  watercolor,  c lay,  pastels ) .  Ask
students to pick one that best  represents
their  personal i ty  and explain why.

"I’m an Artist Who...":
In a c i rc le,  students take turns f in ishing
the sentence:  “I ’m an art ist  who.. .” (e.g. ,
“. . . loves using br ight colors” or  “. . .makes
art  when I ’m happy”) .  No repeats!

1.

2.

3.

4.

Color Palette Name Tags:
Give each student a blank name tag and
let  them design i t  us ing a color palette
that represents their  mood or personal i ty .
Have them explain their  choices as they
introduce themselves.

Speed Sketching Pairs:
Pair  students and give them one minute
to introduce themselves and another
minute to draw each other.  Then switch
partners.  At the end, have students share
their  favor i te quick sketch.

Art This or That:
Ask a ser ies of  fun "This or  That"
quest ions with art-themed choices (e.g. ,
"Paint  or  draw?" "Markers or  crayons?"
"Create alone or with f r iends?") .  Have
students move to s ides of  the room to
show their  answers.

Art Memory Game:
Create a tray with 10 smal l  art-related
items (brush,  eraser,  glue st ick,  mini
sculpture,  etc. ) .  Let  students study i t  for
30 seconds,  cover i t ,  and have them recal l
as many as they can.

5.

6.

7.

8.

M E E T I N G  I C E B R E A K E R  I D E A S

The f i rst  National  Art  Honor Society meeting sets the tone for  the year,  so why not begin
with act iv i t ies that spark creat iv i ty ,  bui ld community,  and help members get to know one
another? These engaging icebreakers are designed to encourage art ist ic  expression,  foster
col laborat ion,  and celebrate the shared passion for  art  to unite your chapter members.

NATIONAL ART HONOR SOCIETIES ACTIVITY GUIDE

Featured Chapters (Left to Right): Uniontown High School - Uniontown, PA; North Gwinnett High School - Suwanee, GA



"Who Can Art Help?" Brainstorm Wall :   Give
each stud ent a st icky note and have them 
write or  draw one group or person they think 
art  can help (e.g. ,  “kids in the hospital ,” 
“people who feel  lonely,” “my school”) .  St ick 
them al l  on a big poster t i t led:  “Art  Can Make 
a Dif ference By…” Discuss the responses as a 
group.   

Beautify Our Space:  Have students
brainstorm one smal l  way to use their  art  to
brighten the school  (e.g. ,  paint ing planter
pots,  decorat ing a bul let in board,  making
hal lway banners) .  Let  them vote on a favor i te
and plan a t ime to do i t  together.   

1.   

2.   

Service Sketch Prompt:  Prompt students to
sketch a idea for  an art-bas ed service project  
(e.g. ,  mural ,  affirmation posters,  k indness rock 
garden) .  Then,  pair  up and share,  or  conduct 
a gal lery walk to discuss everyone’s ideas.    

Fund-Raiser Planning:  Brainstorm creat ive,
art-centered fundrais ing ideas that reflect
your group’s strengths and interests.  Think of
ways to engage your school  or  community,
such as host ing a paint  night,  sel l ing student-
designed i tems ( l ike st ickers or  tote bags) ,  or
organiz ing a smal l  art  auct ion.  L ist  a l l  ideas as
a group, then discuss which options are the
most doable,  fun,  and al igned with your
chapter’s  goals .    

3.   

4.   

Y O U T H  A R T  M O N T H  A C T I V I T Y  I D E A S  

Submit Artwork to the Youth Art Month
State Flag & Banner Contest:   Encourage
s tudents to design and submit  or iginal
artwork for  your state’s  Youth Art  Month Flag
or Banner Contest .  The winning design may
be displayed nat ional ly  at  the NAEA National
Convention.  Vis i t  the  Counci l  for  Art
Educat ion  to learn more.    

Schoolwide Art Exhibit ion:  Curate a student
art  show in the school  lobby,  l ibrary,  or
hal lway.  Feature work f rom each grade level
and include art ist  statements or  QR codes
with student voice recordings.    

1.   

2. 

Art Supply Drive:  Host a month- long  dr ive 
col lect ing new or gently  used art  suppl ies to 
donate to local  community centers,  shelters,  
or  c lassrooms in need.   

Art Activity of the Day:   Have students lead a
short  dai ly  art  act iv i ty  dur ing morning
announcements or  over the PA—like a
drawing prompt,  doodle break,  or  fun art  fact .    

Community Art Walk:  Display student art  in
local  businesses,  l ibrar ies,  or  town bui ldings.
Students can help hang the artwork and
create s ignage explaining the YAM
celebrat ion.    

3.   

4. 

5.   

B R A I N S T O R M I N G  A C T I V I T I E S  
NAHS meetings are a great space for  students to take the lead,  col laborate,  and shape their
chapter’s  impact.  These brainstorming act iv i ty  ideas are designed to help members generate
meaningful  projects,  plan events,  and share their  voices.  Whether you're organiz ing an art  show,
planning a service project ,  or  celebrat ing Youth Art  Month,  these prompts wi l l  spark ideas and
empower student- led decis ion making.

Featured Chapters (Left to Right): Buckhannon-Upshur High School - Buckhannon, WV; St. Croix Central High School - Kingshill, VI; McCracken County High School - Paducah, KY

Celebrate Youth Art  Month by engaging your chapter in creat ive,  community-centered act iv i t ies
that highl ight the value of  art  educat ion and student voice.

https://councilforarteducation.org/youth-art-month/state-yam-info/
https://councilforarteducation.org/youth-art-month/state-yam-info/


Art for a Cause Button Making:
Provide blank button templates and
mater ia ls  for  students to create wearable
buttons with messages of  k indness,
inclusion,  or  environmental  care.  These
can be part  of  a future awareness
campaign or school  event.

Community Thank-You Cards:
Design and decorate cards to thank
school custodians,  bus dr ivers,  lunch
staff ,  f i ref ighters,  or  local  l ibrar ians.
Include drawings and short  notes of
appreciat ion.

Affirmation Art Posters:
Create v ibrant posters with posit ive
aff i rmations (“You are enough,” “Be
kind,” “You belong here”)  to display in
school  bathrooms, hal lways,  or  counselor
off ices.

Plant Pot Painting:
Paint  smal l  pots with cheerful  designs and
donate them (with a smal l  plant or  seed)
to a local  senior center,  school  off ice,  or
community center.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Rock Garden of Posit ivity:
Paint  smal l  rocks with colorful  designs
and upl i f t ing messages,  then place them
in a designated outdoor space to create a
shared display of  posit iv i ty .  This  s imple
project  encourages creat iv i ty  whi le
spreading encouragement to anyone who
passes by.

Chalk the Walk Event:
Organize a day where students decorate
sidewalks around the school  with colorful
chalk art  and kind messages to surpr ise
and upl i f t  the school  community.

Environmental Art Instal lation:
Create a temporary art  instal lat ion or
display using recycled mater ia ls  to raise
awareness about environmental  care.
Include student-made s igns with facts or
t ips.

Warm Wishes Window Art:
Work together to create seasonal  window
cl ings or paper art  ( l ike snowflakes or  fa l l
leaves)  to decorate the windows in the
main community space of  the school
(off ice,  cafeter ia,  l ibrary,  hal lways,  etc. ) .

5.

6.

7.

8.

1 - D A Y  A R T  A C T I V I T I E S

Looking for  quick,  meaningful  ways to keep your NAHS chapter engaged? These 1-day art
act iv i ty  ideas are perfect  for  meetings or special  events—designed to spark creat iv i ty ,  bui ld
community,  and make an impact in just  a s ingle session.

NATIONAL ART HONOR SOCIETIES ACTIVITY GUIDE

Featured Chapters (Left to Right): Kettle Run High School - Kettle Run, VA;  Benjamin Banneker High School - College Park, GA



C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  L O C A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S :  

Art for Animal Shelters:   Creat e portraits  of
animals at  your local  animal  shelter .  Share the
images to spread awareness and promote
adoption.  Consider creat ing animal  toys and
col lect ing necessary i tems to donate.  

Art for Health Care Faci l it ies:   Create
cheerful  artwork for  hospitals ,  c l in ics,  or
hospice centers to comfort  pat ients and their
famil ies.  Look at   Youth Art  for  Heal ing  for
ideas,  resources,  and inspirat ion.  

1.   

2.   

Art for Senior Centers:  Interview and creat e 
personal ized artwork for  residents of  local  
senior centers to br ighten their  l iv ing spaces 
and share their  stor ies.  

Community Storytel l ing:  I l lustrate stor ies
from local  history and display them at your
community l ibrary.  Consider highl ight ing the
lesser-known stor ies and heroes f rom your
community that deserve more attent ion and
recognit ion.  

3.   

4.   

C U L T I V A T I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :  

Art Buddies:  Pa rtner with elementary schools 
to provide young students one-on-one art  
lessons,  mentoring,  and guidance.

Art Workshops:  Organize workshops or
camps at  local  community centers that
encourage creat iv i ty  and promote the value of
the arts .  Use this  as an opportunity to
pract ice and develop member ski l ls  as an art
educator by creat ing lesson plans.  

Capture Memorable Events:   Volunteer to
craft  photo backdrops for  school  dances or
events.  By doing so,  you enhance the event
experience,  promote the arts ,  and create
last ing shared memories,  a l l  whi le showcasing
your chapter’s  creat iv i ty .  

5.   

6. 

7.    

Free Face Painting:  Offer  complimentary face
paint ing  services at  local  community events,  
char i t ies,  or  fund-raisers.  Celebrate creat iv i ty  
whi le bui lding connect ions,  spreading joy,  
and cult ivat ing a shared experience with 
attendees.  

Public Art Tours:  Create a map featur ing art
instal lat ions and points of  interest  in the local
area.  Organize guided publ ic  art  tours in the
community,  educat ing part ic ipants about
local  artworks and the importance of  publ ic
art .  

8.   

9.   

2 0  C O M M U N I T Y  S E R V I C E  A R T  I D E A S  
Below are some ideas for  community service art  projects your NAHS/NJAHS chapter can organize! 
Check out the recent issues of   NAHS News  for  more ideas and inspirat ion.  Submit  reports and 
pictures throughout the year to share what your chapter has accomplished! Remember to consider 
the needs and preferences of  your local  community when choosing which projects to pursue.  Also,  
make sure to obtain any necessary permissions and col laborate with relevant community 
stakeholders to ensure the success of  your projects.  

Featured Chapters (Left to Right): Oakland Terrace - Silver Spring, MD; Sheridan School - Washington, DC; Westwood Regional High School - Township of Washington, NJ

https://www.youthartforhealing.org/
https://www.arteducators.org/nahs/nahs-news/


P U B L I C  A R T  A N D  S P A C E S :  

Beautify Spaces:  Coo rdinate efforts  to c lean 
up and beauti fy  publ ic  spaces in the 
community.  Organize a project  to c lean up 
and refresh exist ing street art  or  murals  in 
col laborat ion with local  authorit ies.  

Community Garden Art:   Design and create
art  instal lat ions within community gardens to
beauti fy  the space.  Consider glazing outdoor
t i les,  paint ing a rock garden,  or  construct ing
benches and s igns.  

Mural Painting:  Col laborate on creat ing
colorful  murals  in publ ic  spaces l ike schools,
community centers,  or  parks.  

16.   

17. 

18.    

Environmental Awareness:   Use recyclable
mat er ia ls  to create art  instal lat ions or  
projects that ra ise awareness about 
environmental  issues and promote 
sustainabi l i ty .  Look into the  Washed Ashore 
project   for  resources,  ideas,  and inspirat ion.  

Spreading Posit ivity:   Create a culture of
posit iv i ty  by paint ing upl i f t ing messages and
quotes throughout your school .  Consider
paint ing beyond wal ls  and writ ing these
posit ive messages on bathroom stal ls ,
mirrors,  t rash cans,  and more.  

19.   

20.   

S U P P O R T I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S :  

Art Supplies Drive:   Organiz  e a dr ive to
col lect  art  suppl ies for  underserved schools
or community centers.  Consider host ing an art
supply swap where students and community
members exchange mater ia ls .  

Blanket Making:  Create and donate blankets
to hospitals ,  shelters,  or  disaster  rel ief
organizat ions.  Look into  Project  L inus  for
ideas,  resources,  and inspirat ion.  

Cards for Chi ldren’s Hospital :    Create
personal ized cards,  stuffed animals,  or  other
art  to donate to chi ldren at  your local
hospital .  Look into  Arts  for  L i t t le Hearts   for
ideas,  resources,  and inspirat ion.  

Community Cookbook:  I l lustrate a community
cookbook featur ing family  recipes and stor ies
from your NAHS/NJAHS members.  Host a
potluck with i tems featured in the cookbook
or give away copies of  the cookbook in
exchange for  donations to your local  food
bank.  

10.   

11. 

12.   

13.   

Chairs for Charity:    Restore and paint  old
wooden chairs  and other furniture.  Organize a
si lent art  auct ion where proceeds go to a
chosen local  char i ty .  Col lect  and donate
gently  used furniture and other household
items to local  organizat ions providing shelter
to refugees and asylum seekers.  Look into
Homes Not Borders  for  ideas,  resources,  and
inspirat ion.  

Empty Bowls:  Organize an  Empty Bowls  event
in your community.  This  concept or iginated
with art  teacher John Hartom and his  high
school students,  who created handcrafted
ceramic bowls symbol iz ing the empty bowls in
need of  food. These unique bowls are
showcased at  a fund-rais ing event,  where
attendees buy t ickets for  a meal  of  soup and
bread served in these bowls.  Donate the
proceeds from the event to local  food banks
and hunger-rel ief  organizat ions.  

14.   

15.   

Featured Chapters (Left to Right): Sheridan School - Washington, DC; Utica Academy for International Studies - Sterling Heights, MI; Cranston High School East - Cranston, RI

https://www.washedashore.org/
https://www.washedashore.org/
https://www.projectlinus.org/
https://www.artsforlittlehearts.com/
https://www.homesnotborders.org/
https://emptybowls.com/


Letters for the Arts Campaign:
Students write letters or  draw postcards
for school  board members,  pr incipals ,  or
local  leaders explaining why art
educat ion is  important and how it  impacts
their  l ives.

Student Voice Video Series:
Create short  v ideo cl ips of  students
explaining what art  means to them.
Compile them into a “Why We Need Art”
video and share i t  on school  news,  social
media,  or  with school  leadership.

Art Advocacy Poster Series:
Design posters with facts about the
benef i ts  of  art  educat ion (e.g. ,  creat iv i ty ,
conf idence,  col laborat ion)  paired with
student artwork.  Display them around the
school or  dur ing parent nights.

Quote Wall :  Why Art Matters:
Gather quotes f rom students,  teachers,
and community members about the value
of art  and display them on a large wal l  or
bul let in board alongside artwork.

Art-Grams to Administrators:
Create smal l  Art-Grams with messages
l ike “Thank you for  support ing the arts!”
or “Art  makes our school  shine!” and
del iver  them to the administrat ion as a
posit ive reminder of  the arts '  impact.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Morning Announcements Takeover:
Have students read a dai ly  or  weekly “Art
Fact” or  “Art  Quote of  the Day” during
announcements,  shar ing how the arts
benef i t  learning and wel l -being.

Public Art Pop-Up Display:
Create temporary student art  instal lat ions
in highly v is ible locat ions (school  off ice,
community center,  l ibrary)  with s igns that
promote the importance of  art  in schools.

Advocacy Bookmark Giveaway:
Design bookmarks that combine student
art  with facts about why arts  educat ion
matters.  Distr ibute them at the l ibrary,
book fairs ,  or  community events.

Invite a Decision Maker to Visit :
Organize an “Art  Room Vis i t  Day” and
invite a pr incipal ,  board member,  or  c i ty
leader to observe or part ic ipate in an art
act iv i ty  to see f i rsthand i ts  impact on
students.

Host an Art Advocacy Day:
Dedicate a day during Youth Art  Month or
the school  year to spotl ight the arts :
Wear art-themed clothing,  host  a
lunchtime art  demo, give away student-
made st ickers or  buttons,  and talk about
how art  helps students grow.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

V I S U A L  A R T S  A D V O C A C Y  A C T I V I T I E S

Promote the power of  art  educat ion with these v isual  arts  advocacy act iv i ty  ideas designed to ampli fy
student voices,  ra ise awareness,  and highl ight the impact of  the arts  in schools and communit ies.
These creat ive act ions help students speak up for  the value of  v isual  arts  in fun,  meaningful  ways.

Featured Chapters (Left to Right): WB Ray High School - Corpus Christi, TX; Liverpool High School - Liverpool, NY; East Central High School - San Antonio, TX
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Custom Art Cards & Prints:
Sel l  greet ing cards or  pr ints  featur ing
student artwork.

Original Art Merchandise:
Design and sel l  T-shirts ,  tote bags,  or
buttons with or iginal  artwork.

Paint Night Event:
Host a t icketed paint-along party for
students,  famil ies,  or  community
members.

Art Auction:
Auction off  or iginal  student artwork or
commissioned pieces.

Calendar Sale:
Create and sel l  calendars showcasing
student artwork for  each month.

Photo Booth Fund-Raiser:
Set up a themed photo booth at  events
with a smal l  fee per photo.

Art Gift Basket Raff le:
Take the gi f t  baskets to a whole new level
by adding art  mater ia ls  and artwork.

Custom Portraits or Caricatures:
Offer quick drawings at  school  or
community events for  donations.

DIY Craft Kits:
Sel l  k i ts  with mater ia ls  and instruct ions
for fun art  projects.

Coffee House Night:
Host a cozy evening of  student art  and
l ive performances,  charging an entrance
fee to raise funds and showcase creat ive
talent.

Paint-Your-Own Pottery Event:
Partner with a local  pottery studio for  a
revenue-shar ing event.

Ornament Sale:
Create and sel l  handmade ornaments.

Art Jewelry:
Make and sel l  handmade jewelry l ike
beaded bracelets or  painted pendants.

Sticker Packs:
Design and sel l  st icker sheets featur ing
student art .

Art Zines:
Compile student art  and writ ing into a
booklet  or  z ine for  sale.

School Spir it  Banner Sale:
Design and sel l  banners or  posters for
school  events or  sports  teams.

Upcycle Furniture Auction:
Have students refurbish and hand-paint
used furniture,  such as wooden chairs ,  to
create unique pieces for  auct ion.

Face Painting:
Offer face paint ing at  school  or
community events and ask for  donations.

Create a Children’s or Recipe Book:
Collaborate as a chapter to write and
i l lustrate a chi ldren’s storybook or
compile favor i te recipes with or iginal
artwork,  then sel l  copies to famil ies and
the community to raise funds.

1.
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F U N D - R A I S I N G  I D E A S

Looking for  fun and creat ive ways to raise funds for  your NAHS chapter? These art- inspired
fund-rais ing ideas wi l l  help you engage your school  and community whi le support ing your
chapter’s  goals .
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