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Position Statement on Social Justice Art Curriculum [Adopted April 2024] 

Social justice is the pursuit of liberating and empowering all people, regardless of their identity, 
personal perspective, background, or circumstances, by taking action to eliminate systemic 
inequities. NAEA supports the development and implementation of a social justice curriculum 
within the visual arts, media, and design curricula. When using a social justice curriculum, 
consider the following… 

A social justice art curriculum is an educational framework that aims to explore, interrupt, and 
address issues of systemic and individualized inequities through artistic expression and action. 
The curriculum should empower students to utilize art as a means to generate significant positive 
social change. It does so by delving into subjects such as identity, diversity, justice, power, 
community, and other relevant themes. 

A social justice art curriculum encourages students to see art and creative processes as powerful 
tools for social transformation. 

A social justice art curriculum aims to nurture socially conscious artists who use their creative 
skills to examine and challenge systemic injustices, dispel negative tropes, and create new 
narratives. 

A social justice art curriculum is essential because it gives students the tools to engage 
meaningfully with the world around them, fostering a sense of agency and a commitment to 
creating a more just and equitable society through their artistic and creative expression. 
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Other key components of a social justice art curriculum to consider for resources: exploring 
social issues, critical analysis, community engagement, activism, advocacy, intersectionality, 
and reflection. 


