
first reportSNAAP Strategic National Arts 

Alumni Project: Tracking the Lives 

and Careers of Arts Graduates
Report entitled Forks in the Road: The 

Many Paths of Arts Alumni, Strategic 

National Arts Alumni Project (SNAAP) 

2010 Findings (http://snaap.indiana.edu/)

sNAAp is an annual online survey, data 

management, and institutional improvement 

system designed to enhance the impact of 

arts-school education. the project provides 

the first comprehensive look at how artists 

develop in the Us and helps identify the 

factors needed to more effectively connect 

arts training to artistic careers. in May 2011, 

sNAAp released the results of its 

2010 annual online survey of 
arts alumni. entitled Forks in 

the Road: The Many Paths of Arts 

Alumni, the study shows that the 

majority of arts graduates find 

satisfying work.findings of the 2010 strategic National 

Arts Alumni project (sNAAp) are based 

on information from 13,581 alumni of 154 

arts high schools, arts colleges and conser-

vatories, and arts schools and departments 

within universities. those responding to the 

fall 2010 survey graduated from fine arts, 

theater, dance, music, creative writing, media 

arts, film, design, and architecture programs. 

the results provide insights into the lives 

and careers of arts graduates including: (1) 

what they studied in school; (2) satisfaction 

with their educational training and experi-

ences; (3) the various jobs they have held; (4) 

their involvement in the arts outside of work; 

and (5) personal information such as where 

they live, family and individual income, and 

educational debt. the findings of the report 

were largely favorable for arts schools and 

arts students, and the report garnered major 

media coverage.Key Findings:•	 Arts graduates are happy with their training, 

with 90% reporting their overall experience 

at their institution was either good or 

excellent.
•	 Most (76%) arts alumni would attend the 

same institution again.

•	 Ninety-two percent of arts alumni who 

wish to work currently are, with most (81%) 

finding employment soon after graduating.

•	 two-thirds said their first job was a close 

match for the kind of work they wanted.

•	 Most professional artists are quite satisfied 

with the opportunities to be creative in the 

job in which they spend the majority of 

their time. for example, 80% of fine artists, 

71% of photographers, 68% of dancers or 

choreographers, 68% of actors, and 61% 

of musicians were very satisfied with the 

opportunity to be creative at work.

•	 fifty-seven percent of current professional 

artists hold at least two jobs concurrently; 

18% are working three or more jobs.

•	 Arts alumni are critical for populating the 

teaching field, as more than half (52%) of 

arts graduates have taught in the arts at 

some point in their careers.
•	 More than half (57%) are currently working 

as professional artists (41%) or did so in the 

past (16%).•	 More than six in ten (63%) were self-

employed since graduating, with 14% 

founding their own company.
•	 of those who currently only work outside 

the arts, 54% said their arts training is 

relevant to the job in which they spend the 

majority of their time.The Next Administration of SNAAP  

is Fall 2011sixty-seven institutions (8 arts high schools 

and 59 institutions of higher educa-

tion) from 26 states and two Canadian 

provinces have registered for the 2011 

national administration of the survey 

which will take place between the 

end of september and the beginning 

of November. Approximately 60% of 

the institutions participating in this cycle 

are entirely new to the project, ranging 

from liberal arts colleges to large research 

universities. it is noteworthy that this group 
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E m E r g i n g P E r s P E c t i v E s: A First Look at the 2012 nAEA national convention in  new York cityBy Debbie Greh, 2012 Convention 

CoordinatorI ’m not a great singer, but I find 

myself humming songs about 

New York all the time now: from 

Billy Joel to Jay-Z and Alicia Keys, 

and of course, frank sinatra. (Note: 

“New York, New York” wasn’t written by 

Sinatra—can you guess who wrote it? 

The answer is at the end of the article.)

is there a better location to celebrate 

the 65th anniversary of NAeA than in 

New York City? And what an excel-

lent location for our Convention 

Headquarters:Walk a few blocks north and you’re 

in Central park; south and you’re in 

times square and the theater District. 

it’s an easy walk to the MoMA, the 

Museum of Art and Design, and the 

American folk Art Museum (which 

has moved but is still close by). A bit 

of a walk (or a quick cab or bus ride) 

away is the Metropolitan Museum of 

Art, the Whitney, the Guggenheim, 

and the galleries in Chelsea and lower 

Manhattan. some of the best restau-

rants in the world are blocks away; or 

if you want something light, there are 

food carts and trucks galore!
And i haven’t even mentioned all the 

wonderful events that will be going on 

iNsiDe the hotel!the 2012 NAeA National Convention 

theme—emerging Perspectives | 

Connecting Teaching, Learning, 

and Research—focuses on the idea 

that we are better educators when we 

collaboratively explore what it means 

to be teachers and learners, and 

how research can improve visual arts 

education. We have many perspec-

tives and one focal point: the power of 

visual arts education to fulfill human 

potential.
over 2,200 proposals were submitted 

this year, addressing this theme either 

directly or indirectly. the 800+ that 

Release of Four Major Research Studies  

Brings Attention to Arts Education

By Kathi R. Levin

In this issue:•	 Forks in the Road: The Many Paths of Arts Alumni, 

Strategic National Arts Alumni Project (SNAAP) 2010 

Findings. released in May 2011, this report, based on 

the responses of 13,581 alumni from 154 institutions to 

the 2010 field test questionnaire, provides promising 

feedback from arts alumni regarding satisfaction with 

their education and subsequent career paths.

•	 President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities 

report entitled Reinvesting in Arts Education: 

Winning America’s Future Through Creative Schools. 

released in May 2011, this report presents a vision for 

arts education and articulates a call to action through 

five major recommendations for improving arts 

education.

I n winter/spring 2011, four major research studies were released that provide a range of 

relevant data and information for arts educators and arts education advocates. these 

landmark studies provide a lens into the status of arts education and offer insights into 

issues of value, access, and impact for visual arts educators and students. two studies are 

highlighted in this issue of NAEA News and two will be covered in the future issues.

In future issues:•	 A Snapshot of Arts Education in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools: 

2009-10: First Look (http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2011/2011078.pdf). released in 

May 2011 by the U.s. Department of education and the National Center for 

education statistics, the first Look is the preliminary report of selected national 

data on the status of arts education in public elementary and secondary 

schools, based on information collected during the 2009-10 school year. full 

report to be released in early 2012.

•	 Arts Education in America: What the Declines Mean for Arts Participation, 

National endowment for the Arts (http://www.nea.gov/research/research.

php?type=r). this report, released in february 2011, was commissioned by NeA 

from the National opinion research Center (NorC) at the University of Chicago 

to investigate the relationships between arts education and arts participation, 

based on data from NeA’s 2008 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts. it 

examines long-term declines in Americans’ reported rates of arts learning— 

in creative writing, music, and the visual arts, among other disciplines.

(continued on p. 3)
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Art education 
has the potential 
to inspire and enrich lives 
well beyond the normal 
constraints of everyday 
educational experiences.”

“

I N S I D E :
Enhancing Students’ 
Responses to Art
Fighting Disability 
Stereotypes with Comics
Engaging Young Children 
in the Art Museum
Veterans and Their Arts 
and Crafts
And more!
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