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(1b) Mission Nuestra Señora de la Concepción, San Antonio, Texas, 1755

Mission Nuestra Señora de la Concepción and the Spanish Mission in the New World  

Students explore the historical origins and organization of the Spanish missions in the New World and discover the varied purposes these communities of faith served.

(3a) Grant Wood, The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere, 1931

Midnight Ride of Paul Revere — Fact, Fiction, and Artistic License  

Students explore the true story of Paul Revere and his journey by comparing primary sources, Grant Wood’s painting, and the Henry Wadsworth Longfellow poem.

(4a) Emanuel Leutze, Washington Crossing the Delaware, 1851

Emanuel Leutze’s Symbolic Scene of Washington Crossing the Delaware  
Students compare the historical evidence of George Washington’s successful attack on the Hessians at Trenton, New Jersey with Leutze’s painting.
(6a) John James Audubon, American Flamingo, 1838 

Celebrate Audubon during National Zoo and Aquarium Month: Preserving America’s Wildlife  
An EDSITEment feature about artists and art that have drawn attention to the need for protecting America’s vanishing wilderness and wildlife.

(9b) Alexander Gardner, Abraham Lincoln, 1865

Picture Lincoln  

By examining Alexander Gardner's photograph of Lincoln and reading a short biography of Lincoln, students will consider who the man on the other side of the lens was. They will demonstrate their understanding by writing an "I Am" poem and creating their own multimedia portrait of Lincoln.

(10a) Augustus Saint-Gaudens, Robert Gould Shaw and the 54th Regiment Memorial, 1884-1897

The Massachusetts 54th Regiment: Honoring the Heroes    

Students put themselves in the shoes of the men of the Massachusetts 54th Regiment as they read, write, pose, and then create a comic strip about these American heroes.
(11a) Thomas Eakins, John Biglin in a Single Scull, c. 1873 
Eakins’ Vision of American Recreation — “In the good old summer time” 
  
An EDSITEment feature about lesson plans and websites that focus on American leisure, past and present. Middle-class Americans gained leisure time in the late 1800s, and one of the best known images of that period is Thomas Eakins’ John Biglin in a Single Scull.
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(16a) Edward Hopper, House by the Railroad, 1925

Edward Hopper's House by the Railroad: From Painting to Poem 

After a close reading and comparison of Edward Hopper's painting House by the Railroad and Edward Hirsch's poem about the painting, students explore the types of emotion generated by each work in the viewer or reader and examine how the painter and poet each created these responses.

(17a) Jacob Lawrence, The Migration of the Negro Panel no. 57, 1940-1941

Jacob Lawrence’s Migration Series: Removing the Mask  
In this lesson, students analyze Jacob Lawrence’s The Migration of the Negro Panel no. 57 (1940–41), Helene Johnson’s Harlem Renaissance poem “Sonnet to a Negro in Harlem” (1927), and Paul Laurence Dunbar’s late-nineteenth-century poem “We Wear the Mask” (1896). They consider how each work represents the life and changing roles of African Americans from the late 19th century to the Harlem Renaissance and The Great Migration.

(17b) Romare Bearden, The Dove, 1964

Romare Bearden’s The Dove — A Meeting of Vision and Sound  

In The Dove, artist Romare Bearden challenges viewers to examine Black culture in America. The figures in his collage link the experience of the 1960s to the past. By examining the art of Romare Bearden, students learn to appreciate the artistic and intellectual achievement of Black artists in America in the first half of the 20th century. By listening to music, students will see how art and music intersect to tell a story. They will relate that story to their own lives.
(18a) Thomas Hart Benton, The Sources of Country Music, 1975

Thomas Hart Benton—The Sources of Country Music
By analyzing Thomas Hart Benton’s The Sources of Country Music, students will see the story of Benton’s America and discover how the processes of modernity changed American life in the early decades of the twentieth century. By listening to folk music, they will understand how advances in audio recording both captured and changed this music. Moreover, they will discover how recording technology and the movies shaped the images of country music.  

(19a) Norman Rockwell, Freedom of Speech, The Saturday Evening Post, 1943

Norman Rockwell, Freedom of Speech—Know It When You See It  

This lesson plan highlights the importance of First Amendment rights by examining one of Norman Rockwell’s paintings from The Four Freedoms. Students discover the First Amendment in action as they explore their own community and country through newspapers, art, and role playing.

(20b) Martin Puryear, Ladder for Booker T. Washington, 1996

Martin Puryear’s Ladder for Booker T. Washington  

Students examine Martin Puryear’s Ladder for Booker T. Washington and consider how the title of Puryear’s sculpture is reflected in the meanings they can draw from it. They learn about Booker T. Washington’s life and legacy, and through Puryear's ladder, students explore the African American experience from Washington’s perspective and apply their knowledge to the advancement efforts of other groups of people in U.S. history. They will understand how a ladder can be a metaphor for a person’s and a group’s progress toward goals.
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