Special Populations: Gifted & Creative

Giftedness is someone you are, not something you do. (Jim Delisle)

Some definitions:

Students, children, or youth who give evidence of high achievement capability in areas such as intellectual, creative, artistic, or leadership capacity, or in specific academic fields, and who need services and activities not ordinarily provided by the school in order to fully develop those capabilities

"Giftedness is asynchronous development in which advanced cognitive abilities and heightened intensity combine to create inner experiences and awareness that are qualitatively different from the norm. This asynchrony increases with higher intellectual capacity. The uniqueness of the gifted renders them particularly vulnerable and requires modifications in parenting, teaching and counseling in order for them to develop optimally."

 [Above retrieved from: National Association for Gifted Children: www.nagc.org]

Characteristics of Gifted Children

· Reasons well (good thinker)
· Learns rapidly 

· Has extensive vocabulary 

· Has an excellent memory 

· Has a long attention span (if interested) 

· Sensitive (feelings hurt easily) 

· Shows compassion 

· Perfectionistic 

· Intense 

· Morally sensitive 

· Has strong curiosity 

· Perseverant in their interests 

· Has high degree of energy 

· Prefers older companions or adults 

· Has a wide range of interests 

· Has a great sense of humor 

· Early or avid reader (if too young to read, loves being read to) 

· Concerned with justice, fairness 

· Judgment mature for age at times 

· Is a keen observer 

· Has a vivid imagination 

· Is highly creative 

· Tends to question authority 

· Has facility with numbers 

· Good at jigsaw puzzles
[Compiled by Dr. Linda Silverman: http://www.gifteddevelopment.com/What_is_Gifted/characgt.htm ]
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Frequently Asked Questions
What can I do to enhance creativity in my classroom?

• Provide a private place for creative work to be done.

• Provide materials (e.g. musical instruments, sketch books, scientific instruments).

• Encourage self-expression and display the students’ creative work.

• Create a creative atmosphere with good music, books, and pictures.

• Do your own creative work.

• Value the unusual, the divergent, and the creative work of others.

• Provide special classes.

• Emphasize that talent is only a small part of creative production and that discipline and

practice are important.

• Get creativity training.

• Reduce anxiety in classroom, especially that created by the teachers.

• Nurture individuation and differences within the class.

• Provide situations that present incompleteness and openness.

• Allow and encourage lots of questions.

• Emphasize self-initiated exploring, observing, questioning, feeling, classifying, recording,

translating, inferring, testing inferences, and communication.

• Help the student learn by mistakes.

• Reinforce creativity, but do not place too high a reward on it, as this makes creative behavior

“high stakes” and increases anxiety.

• Give opportunities to investigate ideas of successful, eminent people who used the creative

process.

What are some blocks to creativity?

• Expectation of judging and evaluating.

• Constantly being watched or observed while working on a creative project.

• Creating a competitive atmosphere.

• Conforming to others’ expectations.

• Anxiety.

• Perfectionism.
• Reward systems.

• Authoritarianism.

• External locus of control.

• Trying to be creative.

• Requiring the one right answer.
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