Katy Neale, Fall-08

Ksneale@hotmail.com

LESSON TITLE: The Parade

ILLUSTRATION:
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GRADE LEVEL: Fifth Grade

ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS MET FOR VISUAL ART:

(OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION)

· Creative Expression and Communication; Benchmark A; Indicator 1; Grade 5:

Use observational and technical skills to achieve the illusion of depth in two-dimensional space (e.g. value, perspective, and placement of objects).

· Creative Expression and Communication; Benchmark A; Indicator 2; Grade 5:

Explore different approaches to creating art (e.g. by artist, style or historical period.)

· Analyzing and Responding; Benchmark B; Indicator 4;

Apply observation and analysis skills to derive meaning in a selected artwork and explain their thought processes.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:  The students will-

1.  Be challenged to personally and uniquely respond to various drawing problems.

2.  Utilize their imaginations in different ways.

3.  Respond in writing (in art journals) to drawing problems.

PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES:  The students will-

1.  Draw multiple characters of a parade by practicing multiple drawing strategies.

2.  Choose from various watercolor media to complete artworks.

3.Create a complete, elaborative artwork based on a parade.

VOCABULARY:

· Parade

· Drawing Strategies

· Art Journal 

· Character

· Watercolor pencils and crayons

MATERIALS: Cut roll-paper that is longer horizontally than vertically (14” x 36”-ish),  still life objects, copies of Where the Wild Things Are  illustrations, watercolor pencils and crayons, permanent black markers, art shirts, and art boxes (pencils and watercolor sets).  

PROCEDURES AND ACTIVITIES:

Begin by discussing parades.  What is a parade?  What do people do in or at a parade?  What does a parade look and sound like?  Explain that students will be creating a very special artwork of their own parade.

Introduce students to the idea of “elegant drawing problems”.  These are drawing prompts that will inspire students to draw in unique ways.  Drawings SHOULD look very different from one another.  Explain the structure of the lesson:  we will draw about two parade characters in each art class, and then we will write about them in our art journals.  After enough parade characters have been drawn, students will have time to edit and perfect their compositions and add background if they choose.  Aerial perspective can be explained and utilized at that time.  When drawings are complete, they can be colored with watercolor pencils, crayons, and or traditional watercolor paint. (Sharpies can be used for outlining if students want).

· Together, everyone draws a ground-line about two inches above the bottom of their papers.

· Drawing from memory:  Starting at one edge of the paper, students draw themselves facing off the page.  They should be marching and can be holding a sign or flag for their parade. (After reading this step, teacher may choose about 5 students to parade around the room, so that students can be reminded of what marching looks like.)

· Drawing from pre-visualization:Ask students to close their eyes and imagine the following character before drawing:  The character behind you is a creature right out of your imagination.  Without turning around to see this character, you already have a sense of its size.  Is it bigger than you or smaller than you?  What shape does this character have?  Is this character covered with feathers or scales, lumps or bumps, does it give you the willies to think about?  How many eyes and ears does it have?  What about sharp teeth or a beak?  How does it move?  Is it built close to the ground and weighty?  Is it perched on tall skinny legs?  Does it have wings or claws, horns or antlers?  Does it breathe fire or smoke?  Is it kind of funky or fierce or scary?  When you can see this character, in your mind's eye, begin drawing.

· Verbal to Visual:  Next in line are three very strange characters, here are their descriptions:  1.  First we see a two-headed Pompadour with crooked necks and feet so big it is hard not to step on them.  2. Next comes the fantastic Folderol, so covered in armor that he can hardly walk.  His legs are bent under the weight of that heavy armor.  3.  Then who should come along, but the great, tall one-eyed Cavendish, his wings so large they drag on the ground.  His beak is so sharp that nobody wants to stand next to him because they are afraid.

· Visual to Visual:  Give students copies of Where the Wild Things are illustrations.  As a class, discuss Sendak's drawing strategies.  Explain that for the next drawing problem, students will either directly copy from the illustrations, or borrow his techniques or ideas.  Either way, we should be able to tell that Maurice Sendak was the “drawing instructor” for that character.

· Still Life Drawing from Observation:  After placing a few still life (anything really) objects in the center of tables, instruct students to choose an item and carefully draw it as realistically as they can.  At this point, they should not worry about how the object will turn into a character.  Encourage students to show shadows, highlights, and textures in their drawings.  When the objects have been drawn, challenge the students to turn the objects into characters by giving them life-like characteristics.

· Continuous Contour Line Drawing from Observation:  In art journals, practice drawing student volunteer models from life with continuous contour lines.  After practicing, ask for a few (3 or 4) students who are running out of room in their compositions to model for parade characters.  Encourage students to draw models' bodies and to focus on making faces after models have finished.  Faces do not have to be realistic.

· Personal Invention: Finish your parade with a character drawn from your imagination and ideas.  Consider that this character might fill the remaining space or “ bring up the rear” of the parade in a special way.

· Students outline drawings with ultra-thin Sharpies.

· Students use watercolor pencils, crayons, and traditional paints to complete artworks.

ASSESSMENT:

5th Grade Parades

This artwork displays my ability use various drawing strategies and to visually utilize my imagination and creativity based on the idea of a parade.
Above proficient
Proficient
Below Proficient

I have created many characters in my parade by using the drawing strategies I learned in class.




I have drawn and painted with my best craftsmanship and my artwork seems complete.




I have participated in class throughout this project and have worked diligently.
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