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Origin of the Research Problem:

· Personal experience with fear of artmaking.

· Bothered by students who experience fear of making art in my classroom.

Main Research Question:  What does it mean to be afraid of making art in a fifth grade art class?

· SQ1:  In what ways do students experience fear of making art while participating in an instructional unit on drawing?  

· SQ2:  In what ways do students experience fear of making art while participating in an instructional unit on 3D art?

Methodology:


· Phenomenological Case Study

· Participants: The whole class participated in my research (31 out of 34 students) with 3 main participants selected from a pre-research survey about past experiences with artmaking

· Data collection strategies: interviews, written responses, and observations

· Instructional Units: The Parade (drawing strategies), 3D papier-mâché animal sculptures – units were selected because they are typical units for my fifth grade art curriculum in order to observe fear of making art as I had observed before

Findings and Conclusions:

· Frustration with the artmaking process

· Artmaking can be frustrating and scary to even the most experienced artists.  Students need assistance with the difficult process in terms of small group brainstorming, editing possibilities, encouragement, etc.

· Lack of art skills limit students’ abilities to meet their own expectations

· Students can envision artwork that their skills will not allow them to create.  They need to be able to work with the art skills they have and improve and progress as they are able.  Art problems need to be flexible enough to allow student adaptation.

· Discomfort due to time restraints of class

· Some students have the aesthetic that quality artwork is produced when it is finished on time.  Students need more flexible time frames, so they can feel their work is complete.

· Concern with peers’ art abilities and judgments

· Students can be so worried and consumed with their peers that artmaking is an afterthought.  These students might benefit from moving to an area within the classroom where they could feel more comfortable, private, and less distracted from the artmaking process.
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