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Art Carts:
Hands On Learning in Art Museum Galleries

Amanda Thompson Rundahl, Associate Educator




HE MINNEAPOLIS INSTI

MISSION:

The Minneapolis Institute of Arts
enriches the community by collecting,
preserving and making accessible
outstanding works of art from the
world’s diverse cultures.

VISION:
Inspiring wonder through the power of art.




MIA DEPARTMENT OF
MUSEUM GUIDE PROGRAMS

The Department of Museum Guide Programs
provides volunteer-facilitated learning
experiences that inspire visitors to discover

personal meanings in art and explore museums
confidently on their own.




Art Carts are hands-on gallery stations staffed by
volunteer museum guides and outfitted with teaching
objects, props, and visual aids related to the museum’s
permanent collection.

Arts Carts provide a rare opportunity to handle objects

In the setting of the museum’s galleries.

Each Art Cart is developed around a specific culture,
country, or period represented in the permanent
collection, and is further focused around a particular
theme.







CURRENT MIA ART CARTS

Africa Art Cart
Americas Art Cart
China Art Cart

Japan Art Cart

Pacific Islands Art Cart

South and Southeast Asia Art Cart
Ancient Greece and Rome Art Cart
Renaissance Painting Art Cart
Dutch Painting Art Cart
Impressionist Painting Art Cart
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A successful Art Cart-visitor interaction...

Sparks curiosity and inspires exploration in visitors of
all ages

Involves the visitor in conversation

Allows the visitor to direct the discussion/discovery

Provides opportunities for visitors to handle art
objects with care and to learn about the museum’s
role in preservation

Stimulates as many of the five senses as
possible/practical

Encourages visitor exploration in the surrounding
galleries to seek out related objects

s FUN!




Hands On Experiences with Art Objects

situated Iin the museum’s galleries










CRITERIA FOR CHOOSING
ART CART OBJECTS

Connection to Art Cart theme

Connection to permanent collection

Cost

Durability

Size (storage and display considerations)
Ability to repair or replace if damaged/worn out
Visitor appeal




Permanent Collection Connections
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Multi-sensory Experiences
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Visitor-Directed Experiences

facilitated by museum guides
















Easily Repeated Activities

gallery safe and using very few
consumable supplies




























Extending the Experience

Passports and Photos
















Evaluation







CONTACT INFORMATION

Amanda Thompson Rundahl

Associate Educator, Collection in Focus Guide Program
Minneapolis Institute of Arts

612-870-6317 or athompson@artsmia.org
www.twitter.com/atrundahl

MIA on Flickr:
http://www.flickr.com/minneapolisinstituteofarts/




